The Daily Gamecock, Thursday, April 20, 2017 by University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media




The Daily Gamecock, Thursday, April 20, 2017
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2017_apr
NEWS 1
A cont rover s i a l  b i l l 
m a n d a t i n g  t h e  U. S . 
D e p a r t m e nt  o f  S t a t e 
definition of anti-Semitism 
t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n 
possible hate crime cases 
on South Carolina college 
campuses will finally reach 
a state Senate subcommittee 
Thursday.
Sponsored by Rep. Alan 
Clemmons (R-Horry), the 
bill was introduced to the 
State Assembly in February 
and passed the House by 
a wide margin last month. 
After being referred to the 
state Senate Committee 
on Education, the bill will 
f inally be on the agenda 
when the Higher Education 
Subcommittee convenes 
Thursday morning.
T h e  b i l l  h a s  b e e n 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s i n c e 
it s  i nt roduc t ion ,  w it h 
opponents arguing that the 
Dear World asked USC 
a question: “If you had one 
story to share with the world, 
what would you say?” And 
USC responded en masse.
The Dear World program, 
which takes portraits of people 
with personal statements 
written in marker on their 
skin, was initially founded 
after Hurricane Katrina hit 
New Orleans. The project 
broadened when one man 
walked in who wanted to 
write about something that 
had nothing to do with the 
hurr icane — he had just 
received the news that his 
cancer was in remission. His 
experience led the group to 
shift from focusing on hope 
for New Orleans to telling 
personal stories to the world.
“For my portrait, I wrote 
‘Don’t let your scars change 
who you are,’” fourth-year 
Engl i sh  s t udent  La f fon 
Brelland said. “A lot of people, 
especially myself, deal with 
emotional scars, and then I 
also have physical scars and I 
thought that was a good line 
to kind of personify my life 
and what I’ve been through, 
and what I’m constantly going 
through every day.” 
The portraits, taken from 
10-4 p.m. on Tuesday in 
the Leadership and Service 
Center, serve as a jumping 
of f  poi nt  i nto  per sona l 
experience. Five students 
were selected to share their 
story at the Storytelling and 
Photo Reveal event at 8 p.m. 
Brelland was one of those five 
students. 
His message was one of self-
recognition and the decision 
to change for the better.
The story he told: He went 





Students share personal stories
Red Hot Chili Peppers
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The time it takes to charge a battery is one of the largest 
barriers towards implementing alternative energy-based 
devices into our lives. Assistant professor Morgan Stefik 
and his research group are actively working on trying to 
solve this problem. Stefik’s focus is on the advancement of 
a variety of energy devices such as batteries, capacitors and 
solar water-splitting. He and his group are attempting to 
accomplish this by synthesizing unique nanomaterials and 
tuning them to particular applications.
“There are materials that were just recently discovered to 
have strange behaviors like ultra-fast intercalation and we’d 
like to understand when that turns on, when that turns off 
and what are the fundamental mechanisms inside,” Stefik 
says. “Once you can do that, you understand where the 
sweet spot is to make the best battery possible.”
Intercalation is the process through which ions are 
inserted into a layered structure. One of the most 
commonly used examples of intercalation is the lithium-ion 
battery. Here lithium ions move from one electrode to the 
other when charging and in the reverse direction when the 
battery is being discharged.
One of the limitations of these batteries is that “if you 
start just throwing [lithium ions] at [the electrode] way too 
fast, [the lithium] piles up on the top and that turns into 
a spike, a metal spike, which then punches through the 
battery and forms a short circuit,” which would then cause 
A group of high-achieving students 
joined facult y to celebrate a year 
of accomplishment at the National 
Fellowships Celebration. Undergraduate 
and graduate students who applied for or 
won fellowships were recognized.
The reception was held by the Office 
of Fellowships and Scholar Programs, 
which guides students towards applying 
and earning scholarships for all kinds of 
endeavors from graduate programs to 
research.
“There are hundreds of national 
fellowships out there which is why I 
think it’s really helpful for students at 
USC to have an office,” said Jennifer 
Bess, the fellowship coordinator.
The office not only assists students 
with finding fellowships like the over 
200 options on their online database, but 
also through application and interview 
advising. Students are guided through 
the process f rom discovering the 
best fit in fellowships to having their 
applications sent in.
“They’re just great people. They listen 
to you,” said Kayla Gardner, a third-
year marine science student and winner 
of both the Hollings and Goldwater 
fellowships.
Gardner, who will use her fellowship 





National fellowship winners recognized
Professor works 




U S C ’ s  H i s t o r y 
C e n t e r  o p e n e d  a 
discussion on the civil 
rights movement with 
two public talks from 
M a r t ha  Noona n ,  a 
p r o m i n e n t  f e m a l e 
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n 
civ i l r ights act iv ist , 
o n  Tu e s d a y  a n d 
Wednesday.
Noonan gave a talk 
entitled “Three Myths 
of  t he Civ i l  R ight s 
Movement” on Tuesday 
night and discussed the 
book “Hands on the 
Freedom Plow: Personal 
Accounts by Women 
in SNCC,” which she 
edited, on Wednesday 
afternoon.
Patricia Sullivan, a 
professor of history at 
USC, effusively praised 
Noonan’s work on the 
civil rights movement.
“Ma r t ha  Noona n 
has done as much or 
more than anyone to 
recover, document and 
illuminate the dynamic 
history of one of the 
most transformat ive 
social movements in 
A mer ica n h i s tor y,” 
Civil rights activist speaks 
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ANDREW SNIGHT, DREW THIEL, C MERON WHITE
— Wells Fargo CEO Tim Sloan on the company’s fake account scandal that chief federal banking 
regulators were aware of for years
— The owner of Harpers Restaurant, Tom Sasser, on the closing of the 
Five Points location after 27 years 
— Forest Acres police Chief 
Gene Sealy of the grand 
jury’s decision not to indict 
a Forest Acres police offi  cer 
who fi red several gunshots at 
a teen motorist in 2016
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
“Dining trends and areas in Columbia have changed dramatically over 
the past few years and Harper’s Group has made the diffi cult decision 





“We made a number of mistakes, there’s no question about it.”
Brittany Franceschina
@BRITTAFRAN
The blotter comes from police reports released by the USC Division of Law 
Enforcement and Safety and doesn’t include crimes reported by city or county law 
enforcement.
Started making trouble in my neighborhood, April 14, 7:30 p.m.
One student assaulted another after a verbal altercation occurred during a 
basketball game at Blatt P.E. Center. After the game he asked the other student if he 
wanted to “fi nish this.” The other student thought he meant playing one-on-one, but 
instead he ended up getting punched in the face.  
Grilled for stolen sign, April 15, 6:43 a.m.
The newly opened 1801 Grille had its sign stolen Monday. Police checked the 
room that someone was seen taking the sign into. The sign was not found and the 
chief chef declined to press charges.
Chinese fi re drill, April 16, 2:54 a.m.
Three occupants of a vehicle switched places after being pulled over for an illegal 
turn.  Police found an open bottle of Crown as well as marijuana.  One woman 
lied about her name and birthdate and another had a suspended license and an 
outstanding warrant out for embezzlement. 
Easter litter, April 16, 4:00 p.m.
Police stopped an unsteady female crossing the intersection of Gervais and 
Assembly streets. They watched her drink from a brown bag then drop it on the 
ground and walk away.  She admitted to drinking three beers. She resisted when 
EMS attempted to transport her to the hospital in an ambulance because of her 
intoxicated state. She was handcuffed and placed under arrest and charged with 
public disorderly conduct as well as littering. 
Suspicious trash fi re, April 16, 8:24 p.m.
Cliff Apartments experienced smokey hallways originating from a fi re started in 
the trash chute.  Due to the amount of smoke, USCPD could not safely enter the 
building. The Columbia fi re department determined the fi re started in the trash 
chute between the third and fourth fl oors. The smoke then traveled and escaped 
through the open trash chute door on the seventh fl oor. The damage was minimal.
the battery to blow 
up, Stefik said. Similar 
shor t  c i r c u i t s  were 
the cause of fires with 
Samsung Galaxy Note 
7 cell phones in October 
of 2016.
B y  p r o b i n g  i n t o 
t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l 
m e c h a n i s m s  o f 
n e w l y  d i s c o v e r e d 
nanomaterials, Stef ik 
hopes that his research 
will eventually enable 
ultrafast charging. Stefi k 
compared the current 
state of gas and electric 
cars and how it can take 
hours to fully charge 
an electric car while it 
takes only minutes to 
f ill up a gas tank. “If 
you cou ld  t a ke  t hat 
same electric car and 
pull up to the stat ion 
a nd  h ave  i t  t opp e d 
of f  i n  t wo m i nute s , 
then that would be a 
game-changer,” Stefik 
sa id. W hile mult iple 
comp onent s  of  t h i s 
battery still need to be 
sorted out, Stef ik has 
high hopes.
S t e f i k  b e g a n  h i s 
r e s e a r c h  c a r e e r  a s 
an undergraduate at 
California Polytechnic 
State Universit y. He 
w o r k e d  o n  s e v e r a l 
projects, including one 
for Lockheed Mart in 
look ing at  rad iat ion 
damage to plastics and 
his senior project where 
he made materials for 
solar cells.
Stef ik recommends 
students interested in 
undergraduate research 
f ind some researchers 
that they bel ieve are 
interest ing and then 
ca ref u l ly  read t hei r 
papers. This is a great 
way  to  ge t  t he  ba l l 
rolling and show what 
an asset you could be in 
their lab.
F o r  c o m m i t t e d 
students, Stef ik says, 
“we put in some type of 
training, give them lots 
of guidance, but they 
are actually producing 
more  [re s u lt s]  t ha n 
we cou ld’ve w it hout 
them … That tends to 
happen most when the 
projects are excit ing, 
and fortunately we don’t 
have t ime for boring 
projects.”
BATTERYPAGE1
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Even off campus, we’ll be here  
for all your financial needs!
VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION @   
THE COMMONS  
AT BULLSTREET
(NEXT TO SPIRIT COMMUNICATIONS PARK)
2166 BOYCE ST, COLUMBIA, SC 29201
VISIT RELAXJOINFOUNDERS.COM OR ONE OF OUR COLUMBIA 
OFFICES TODAY TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION PROCESS
AND SEE WHAT FOUNDERS MEMBERSHIP CAN DO FOR YOU!
FOLLOW US: @FOUNDERSFCU
Federally insured by NCUA. 
foundersfcu.com • 1-800-845-1614
STUDENTS, FACULTY 
AND STAFF OF USC,
YOU CAN 
JOIN!
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State Department definition 
equates  any a rg ument s 
against Israeli government 
policy with anti-Semit ic 
sentiment and will restrict 
expression of such ideas. 
One of the bil l’s largest 
critics has been the USC 
chapter of Students for 
Justice in Palestine, a student 
organization which seeks 
to to promote and educate 
students on Palest in ian 
culture. The SJP’s national 
website advertises its work as 
“centered around freedom, 
justice, and equality for the 
Palestinian people, who have 
been living without basic 
rights under illegal Israeli 
mil itar y occupat ion for 
decades.” USC is the only 
university in South Carolina 
with an SJP chapter.
C h a p t e r  p r e s i d e n t 
Dana al-Hasan, a doctoral 
epidemiology student, was 
born and raised in Saudi 
A r ab i a  b y  Pa le s t i n i a n 
parents. She has never been 
able to visit her parents’ 
homeland, however, because 
of Israel i law regarding 
t he r ight of  ret urn for 
Palestinian refugees.
Al-Hasan’s group takes 
significant issue with the bill’s 
defining of anti-Semitism in 
accordance with the State 
Department definition, one 
section of which, according 
to al-Hasan, “defines anti-
Semitism basically as any 
criticism of Israel.”
The specific section of the 
State Department document 
that SJP opposes is referred 
to as “the three D’s”.
D e m o n i z a t i o n ,  f o r 
example, is defined as “using 
the symbols and images 
associated with classic anti-
Semitism to characterize 
I s r a e l  o r  I s r a e l i s , ” 
“d r aw i ng  compa r i son s 
of contemporary Israel i 
policy to that of the Nazis,” 
and “blaming Israel for all 
inter-religious or political 
tensions.” The section also 
Hawa i i ,  sa id t hat  t he 
process of applying for 
fellowships was almost as 
valuable as winning.
“I’ve learned so much 
about myself and what I 
want to do in the future 
just through going through 
the process,” Gardner said.
A not her  fe l lowsh ip 
winner is Nicolas Ferguson, 
a first-year student in the 
internat ional business 
and global supply chain 
operations management 
program. Ferguson found 
out only the night before 
that he was awarded the 
Boren scholarship, which 
provides $20,000 to study 
abroad.
“ I ’m  i n  t h e  I B C E 
(International Business 
and Chinese Enterprise) 
program so I’ll be in Hong 
Kong for twelve months,” 
Fe r g u s o n  s a i d  w h e n 
asked how he will use the 
money. He added that the 
Office of Fellowships and 
Scholars Programs was 
essential to every step of 
the application process.
“The fellowships office 
really helped with editing 
e s s a y s ,  m a k i n g  s u r e 
my applicat ion was al l 
together. You have to make 
a budget with scholarship 
and really explain what 
you’l l  be doing wh i le 
abroad,” Ferguson said. 
“They definitely help you 
polish all that and make 
sure that everything was 
good to go.”
The of f ice prov ides 
personal help and attention 
for all students who wish 
to apply.
“T hat ’s  one  of  ou r 
favorite parts of the job, 
i s  t ho s e  o ne - o n- o ne 
conversat ions, because 
it’s really in gett ing to 
k now the st udent and 
talking about what they’re 
interested in that we can 
help them best f ind a 




The book was comprised entirely 
of personal accounts from women of 
all races who worked for the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, 
an organization that played a key role 
in organizing Freedom Rides and 
marches during the movement.
Noonan, who worked as f ield 
secretary for the SNCC while she was 
attending the University of Michigan, 
spoke about the involvement of women 
in the organization and the portrayal 
of women in the movement throughout 
her discussion.
“I’ve tried to emphasize, in the 
bridges and in the book, the number of 
situations where women, in small ways 
and big ways, determined the course, 
the nature and the direction of the 
movement,” Noonan said.
Noonan also examined the unique 
role that African-American women had 
in the protests compared to African-
American men.
“It was slightly easier for the women 
to step forward. While the reprisals 
were horrible for the women, they 
would have been worse for men,” 
Noonan said.
Noonan’s goal for the visit was to 
talk about the civil rights movement, 
share her experience and give students 
explicit f irst-hand accounts of the 
challenges that members of the SNCC 
faced and the resilience that they 
displayed.
“Everybody [in the SNCC] had to 
make this fundamental decision: Am I 
willing to die?” Noonan said.
Severa l h istor y PhD st udents 
attended Noonan’s talks. Sarah Paulsen, 
a first-year history PhD student, talked 
about the uniqueness of getting to meet 
and converse with Noonan.
“Women, espec ia l ly  A f r ican-
American women, are left out of the 
traditional civil rights narrative, and 
it’s a special opportunity to talk with 
someone who’s been a part of it, but also 
get to speak about a book that addresses 
multiple women who have been left out 
of the conversation,” Paulsen said.
Noonan left a final word of advice for 
current college students: “The thing 
that we did then, as college students, 
was to say, basically, ‘What can we do 
about this, and how can we do it?’ And 
then we acted on that. I think that’s the 
question for students today.”
HISTORYPAGE1
a threat against his family. 
Du r ing t he encou nter, 
Brelland had a gun pointed 
at  h im.  He remembers 
e ver yone  ye l l i n g,  a nd 
thinking to himself how this 
was the end, how he would 
never see his f r iends or 
family again. He survived, 
but walked away a changed 
man.
“Some of the wounds on 
my arm are from that fight, 
some are from others. But 
regardless, that day, that 
moment, I decided I wasn’t 
going to become the things 
that I hated growing up. 
My mother a lways tel ls 
people I’m a kind, smart, 
compas s ionate  per son . 
Some days I want to believe 
her. Some days I can’t ,” 
Brelland said. “She told me 
once that who you are is an 
everyday choice and not to 
let yesterday change you.”
Second-year public health 
student Taylor Wright spoke 
on his experiences with 
racism following the 2008 
election.
“I wrote ‘The day after the 
election …,’” Wright said. 
“After President Obama 
was elected I went to school 
the next day excited about 
sharing that memory with 
my classmates, and they 
didn’t share that excitement 
with me, and some of their 
comments real ly set me 
aback and made me think 
about my posit ion as an 
A f r ica n-A mer ica n in  a 
Southern, white, Christian 
school and how they really 
kind of thought about me.”
Fou r t h-yea r  E ngl i sh 
student Marie Silver decided 
that she wanted to speak 
on her experiences with 
cou nsel ing and menta l 
health with the message “To 
move on, I had to Let It Go.”
“I really had feel ings, 
emotions built up that I 
knew I had to let go, such as 
anxiety,” Silver said, “such 
as being ashamed to have 
been going to counseling 
and having it stigmatized 
that something is going on. 
I need to take care of my 
mental health, and having 
those fears, I had to let go in 
order to move on.”
Other students took a 
different approach, writing 
things from “It all started 
w it h  a  wha le”  to  “She 
brought me cookies.” In all, 
58 people had their portraits 
taken, including University 
President Harris Pastides. 
On his arms, he wrote “I 
went nuts, and he picked me 
up.”
“For USC as a whole, it’s 
good for the students to 
see that they are not alone 
in a lot of things they are 
suffering in, and a lot of 
things where they think ‘oh, 
you know I’m by myself’ or 
‘no one will understand.’ It’s 
good to show that they have 
someone else, maybe, who 
understands them and that 
they are more connected 
than they are not connected,” 
said Dawn Jefferson, film 
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PALMETTOCOMPRESS.COM
1-, 2-, & 3-BR Apartments Available
803.667.3705   |   leasing@palmettocompress.com
612 Devine St., Columbia, SC 29201
Bi-level pool house featuring ping 
pong, billiards, life-sized chess, 
and sun deck
Open air courtyard with private 
porches, balconies, and slide 
State-of-the-art fitness center 
with cardio and strength-training 
equipment
On-site parking
TAKE A RIDE ON BIG BLUE between 
April 17-21 — and slide your way into a 
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Dr ive- i n  mov ie s  have  long  been 
considered a quintessent ial American 
pastime. This summer, prepare for a surge 
of nostalgia with the opening of Columbia’s 
own pop-up, drive-in movie theater.
The Summer Drive-In Ser ies was 
the most recent project selection from 
What’s Next Midlands, a community-
oriented organization that promotes social 
innovation in South Carolina.
“Our goal at What’s Next Midlands is 
to improve livability in the Midlands by 
bringing the ideas of community members 
to life,” Laura Ros, project manager at 
What’s Next Midlands, said.
There are only three other drive-in 
theaters in South Carolina, and the closest 
is about an hour away. The Summer Drive-
In Series places a theater at the Historic 
Columbia Speedway in Cayce, a short drive 
from downtown Columbia.
On March 22, a committee of social 
investors selected the drive-in theater as the 
offi cial project. Other proposals included a 
bicycle drive, a Gervais Street trolley and a 
pet-friendly business campaign. Although 
the decision was made last month, the idea 
for a drive-in movie theater was submitted 
last October.
“Several drive-in movie suggestions 
have been submit ted to t he W hat ’s 
Next Midlands website. One submission 
specifi cally said ‘What if Cayce Speedway 
became a drive-in movie theatre?’ The 
pop-up drive-in movie series was inspired 
from this idea,” Ros said. 
The Summer Drive-In Ser ies is  a 
partnership between What’s Next Midlands 
and John Banks, manager of the Historic 
Columbia Speedway and owner of the movie 
screening service Fun Flicks. The project 
T h i s  T h u r s d a y,  t h e 
Nickelodeon Theatre will 
kick off its 11th annual Indie 
Grits Festival in Columbia 
with a free block party on 
Main Street. Curtis Harding 
and Lambchop will perform, 
and guests can enjoy food 
from local restaurants. This 
year’s theme, “Visiones,” 
aims to highlight Lat inx 
culture in the South and 
celebrate its infl uence on the 
art scene.
Indie Grits was pioneered 
in 20 07 as  an ef for t  to 
provide an exhibition space 
for  loca l  a r t i s t s .  It  has 
expanded to include many 
different types of artist ic 
mediums — including fi lm, 
music ,  v isua l  ar t ,  v ideo 
games and puppeteering. 
There is even a space for 
cul inary art at the Food 
Truck Parranda Saturday 
afternoon. Indie Grits will 
take place Thursday through 
Sunday, and festival passes 







THE PERFECT FINALS WEEK
PLAYLST
Drive-in theater to ‘pop-up’ in Columbia
Indie Grits kicks off 
festival weekend
“IF IT’S THE BEACHES” // THE AVETT BROTEHRS 
“ST JUDE” // FLORENCE + THE MACHINE
“LA FLEUR” // MICHAEL GIACCHINO
“WHEN I’M SMALL” // PHANTOGRAM
“LIZ ON TOP OF THE WORLD” // JEAN-YVES THIBAUDET
“LEON’S LULLABY” // LEON
“TREAT ME LIKE FIRE” // LION BABE
“LEMON EYES” // MEG MYERS
“SIDEWAYS” // CITIZEN COPE
“ST. ANNE’S PARADE” // SHOVELS & ROPE
“YOUR HANDS ARE COLD” // JEAN-YVES THIBAUDET
“ALL THE PRETTY GIRLS” // KALEO
As our semiannual week of hell approaches and fi nals loom from a 
dark corner, it’s important to equip yourself with the necessary tools to 
thrive (or survive). A study playlist is a vital asset to get your mind away 
from daydreaming of summer days into intense all-hours-of-the-night 
study mode.
For me, crafting the right playlist is an art that takes semesters to 
perfect. There should be three types of songs: hypnotic score tracks 
that lull your mind into a focused study session (The “Harry Potter” 
soundtracks are perfect), singer-songwriter-esque songs that provide 
the perfect background music (think Citizen Cope or Damien Rice) 
and a few bangers that offer the perfect reprieve from the dark abyss 
of exam prep.
I’ve put together what I consider to be the ultimate mix of slow, 
moody and upbeat:
RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS
The highly anticipated performance heats up Columbia 
Caitlin Burnham
@CAITLINABURNHAM
Logan Zahner / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Courtesy of Jonathan Sharpe 
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
The Red Hot Chili Peppers played 
a show Wednesday night at Colonial 
Life Arena. The band is currently 
touring for their most recent release, 
“The Getaway.”
Opening for the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers were Jack Irons, the founding 
drummer of the Red Hot Chi l i 
Peppers and former member of Pearl 
Jam, and BABYMETAL, an all-girl 
Japanese metal band.
The Red Hot Chili Peppers took 
the stage around 9 p.m. and dazzled 
the crowd with their energy and 
compelling performance. The rock 
group sang some of their hits, such as 
“Dani California” and “By the Way,” 
mixed with songs from their newest 
album.
The Getaway tour is the fi rst time 
the Chili Peppers have been on tour 
since 2014, but the two-year absence 
didn’t show. Bassist Flea and guitarist 
Josh Klinghoffer started the show 
with an improvised instrumental, and 
continued to take time for solos in 
between songs throughout the show.
Flea even managed to get in a few 
words about the women’s basketball 
Nat ional Championship and the 
uniqueness of Sindarius Thornwell’s 
name. Audience members appreciated 
his interest in the South Carolina’s 
basketball teams and even started a 
Gamecock chant between songs.
When lead singer Anthony Kiedis 
wasn’t at the microphone, he joined 
the other band members in jumping 
around the stage and encouraging the 
crowd to become a part of the songs.
T he  Red  Hot  C h i l i  Pepper s 
played an energetic, mesmerizing 
performance and many long-time 
fans, identifi ed through hole-y, worn 
asterisk shirts, were buzzing with 
excitement after their last encore.
 “ T h e y  c a m e  o u t  r i g h t 
when I was in high school,” said 
fan Rene Hardy. “I can’t remember 
anything they sang, I just remember I 
loved everything they sang.”
SEEDRIVEINPAGE7 SEEPLAYLISTPAGE7
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Get our headlines
in your inbox daily!
Go to dailygamecock.com
and click on subscribe to sign up!
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-MAIL NEWSLETTER
will launch on May 20 with a 
screening of “The Sandlot.” 
In addition, baseball-themed 
concessions such as hotdogs, 
popcorn and shaved ice will be 
sold at the showing.
“A pop-up drive-in movie 
ser ie s  w i l l  help  c reate  a 
welcoming community by 
offering a social and cultural 
gathering for families at an 
affordable price,” Ros said.
The drive-in will be similar 
to a traditional drive-in movie 
experience. Guests can view 
the fi lms from the comfort of 
their car and listen in on the 
car radio.
“We hope to layer additional 
experiences that will fi t with 
the movie’s theme, so that 
guests can enjoy interactive 
activities before the sun sets 
and the fi lms begin,” Ros said.
Ros additionally emphasized 
the community involvement in 
What’s Next Midlands. Locals 
are encouraged to submit 
their project ideas online, 
and have the opportunity to 
volunteer at the upcoming 
drive-in project. Individuals 
interested in volunteering can 
get more information online 
from Columbia Opportunity 
Resource.
The dates for the theater 
showings are May 20, June 27 
and Aug. 12, and admission is 
$20 per vehicle. What’s Next 
“THE LIGHT” // THE ALBUM LEAF
“SIGUR 3 (UNTITLED)” // SIGUR ROS
“THE BLOWER’S DAUGHTER” // DAMIEN RICE
“HARRY & HERMIONE” // NICHOLAS HOOPER
“DRIVE” // OH WONDER
“DEADSTREAM” // JIM-E STACK
“FEEL IT STILL” // PORTUGAL. THE MAN
PLAYLISTPAGE6DRIVEINPAGE6
Cosmic Rays
Location: 4427 Devine St.
Owner: Ray Hunter
Deals: $1 comics, buy 3 get 1 
free back stock, free bag and 
board or 10 percent discount
T h e  C o m i c  S h o p  S p o t l i g h t 
emerged from the idea that each and 
every comic shop is inherently special 
and unique. The previous three stores 
that have been spotlighted — Silver 
City, Scratch N’ Spin and Apocalypse 
— all cater to a slightly different 
crowd. Likewise, Cosmic Rays carves 
out its own place in the market with 
a focus on customer service. The 
takeaway from my time at the store 
is that the staf f at Cosmic Rays 
wants the shop to be fun. In fact, the 
owner, Ray Hunter, says that if you 
don’t have fun at the store, they did 
something wrong.
“I f you come in here and you 
don’t laugh by the time you leave, 
we haven’t done our job. That’s the 
way I look at it,” Hunter said with a 
chuckle.
I had a quite a few laughs during 
my conversation with Hunter and 
the comics manager, Greg Lombardi. 
Hunter runs the business side of the 
shop, while it’s Lombardi who knows 
the ins and outs of comic continuity. 
Together they make a dream team. 
When I asked why people should 
come to their shop, they d idn’t 
initially list a bunch of deals or low 
prices, but instead told me that they 
want to build a relationship with their 
customers. It’s about friendship at 
Cosmic Rays. I know they are sincere 
just from the humorous and witty 
interview in which both Hunter and 
Lombardi convey their love of getting 
to know the new faces that walk 
through the door. In fact, Hunter 
told me a short anecdote about a glum 
student who walked into the store one 
day looking for a particular comic, 
and when Hunter gave it to him, both 
of their days were made.
“This k id literally — I st ill get 
goosebumps — fl oated out the front 
door, he didn’t walk... It made my day. 
When I think about my best sale, 
he’s still it. There’s nobody that even 
comes close because of how important 
it was to him. And that’s where I say 
‘that’s my job.’ My job is getting you 
that book — that’s where I get the 
sat isfact ion, f rom that react ion,” 
Hunter said.
With so many comic shops in 
Columbia, each one must be distinct 
from the others out of necessity. 
However, I noticed that the shop itself 
is very reminiscent to Scratch N’ 
Spin, and for good reason. During 
our interview, Hunter mentioned 
that Eric Woodard from Scratch N’ 
Spin played a part in the setting up 
of Cosmic Rays back in 2013 when 
it opened. Cosmic Rays carries a 
gamut of media just like Scratch N’ 
Spin including comics, video games, 
movies, and vinyl records. While 
the music section is much smaller 
than their counterpart, Cosmic Rays 
makes up for this with their large back 
stock of comics. Whereas Scratch N’ 
Spin started as a DJ specialty store, 
Cosmic Rays was out to be a comic 
shop from the very beginning. In 
fact, they claim to have the largest 
collection of independent comics in 
Columbia.
Unfortunately, as much as Hunter 
and Lombardi seemed to love what 
they do, they have run into a few 
problems as part of the direct market. 
As Apocalypse Comics said last time, 
the student population plays a large 
part for Cosmic Rays. When school 
lets out for the winter and summer, 
things can get a little hard for these 
stores.
“Once school lets out this place 
is gonna take a hit,” Lombardi said 
before Hunter interjected. “It does 
slow down, there’s no question about 
it… This is a college town. Make no 
mistake about it,” Hunter said.
While Cosmic Rays is undoubtedly 
a comic shop, it’s also a place to hang 
out and meet new friends. While I 
was there Hunter read a comic that 
one of his customers had made and 
self-published. Ray Hunter and Greg 
Lombardi aren’t just there to sell you 
comics, they are there to hang out 
and ask you how life is going, and that 
is what makes Cosmic Rays stand out.
The Comic Shop Spotlight series 
will be wrapping up soon, so make 
sure to look for the next one in the 
coming weeks.
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Almost There!
ACROSS
1 Prefix with deed,
feed and read
4 Fave texting buds
8 One looking for
something
14 Gorilla, for one
15 To whom Rick
said, “We’ll always
have Paris”
16 Mode of dress
17 *Pay for your
online purchases,
say

















35 One to say
“G’day” to
36 Grandmas
37 *Cause a ruckus
40 Once more
43 Deal with it
44 “How cute!” cries
47 *Go out of
business










62 “Care to wager?”
... and a question
answered, one
way or the other,
by the first words





67 __ Fáil: Irish
coronation stone
68 Port on the Loire
69 Dickens’ Uriah
70 Junior nav. officer
DOWN
1 Knot-tying art



















22 Slippery as an __






33 __ Andreas Fault





39 Date bk. entry




















61 Opposite of NNW
63 Prop. often












































43 Way out yonder
44 Inscribe
48 After morays, say
50 Mined matter
52 Mexican gold




















66 Like bad fried 
food
67 Shed tools
68 Early fur trader
























12 Many a new hire













35 “The Fault in Our
__”: 2014 film































































*Students Pay $5.00 Less Thru 5/15*
Normal - $25.00
Call for A Tee Time Today! 
(803) 786-7888"
Got Some Time On Your Hands? 
Come Play Golf With Us!
803.252.2634
www.live21oaks.com
Take a tour. Win a cruise!*
*Take a tour and be entered to win a cruise for two.
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Letters to the editor must not 
exceed 300 words. Students 
must include their full name, 
major and year. Faculty and 
staff  must include their ful l 
name, position and department. 
Community members must 
include their  fu l l  name and 
applicable job title. Verifiable 
statements of fact must include 
at least one source; if we cannot 
verify a statement of fact, your 
letter will not be published until 
the writer implements necessary 
changes or provides reputable 
sources for any facts in question. 








Marijuana has been trumpeted 
by some as a risk-free miracle drug 
but demonized by Trump’s attorney 
general as “only slightly less awful” 
than opioids and heroin. Of course, 
like most things in life, the truth falls 
somewhere in between. What is clear, 
however, is that medical marijuana may 
be one of the best weapons in America’s 
arsenal against the opioid crisis. Trump 
and company repeatedly expressed 
their sympathy and willingness to 
action in combating the crisis on the 
campaign trail; yet, now that he’s in 
offi ce, his administration’s lackluster 
approach is simply a hypocrit ical 
affront to the very communities he 
pledged to help. Unless the Trump 
administration changes its course on 
medical marijuana, Americans will 
continue to die in a fruitless moral 
crusade against legitimate solutions.
America’s opioid crisis is no small 
issue. According to a surgeon general’s 
report, 27 million Americans are users 
of illegal drugs or misuse prescription 
drugs. Furthermore, “78 die every 
day from opioids alone.” 2015 was a 
particularly bad year, with over 33,000 
deaths that involved an opioid and 
daily deaths jumping up to 91. While 
the areas most heavily impacted are 
rural, this crisis knows no borders, 
impacting every region of America. At 
home in South Carolina, 761 deaths 
were reported in 2015, or nearly as 
many people who died on state roads in 
the same year. According to CDC data, 
drug overdoses now kill more people 
than vehicles, with every race and age 
bracket heavily affected. This crisis 
isn’t getting any better. Only rapid 
and decisive action will save American 
lives.
The Trump administration’s plan 
is about as far from rapid and decisive 
as you can get. Instead of utilizing 
existing data and recommendations, 
the administration believes that a 
commission is the best way forward. 
This is, at best, a symbolic gesture. 
In the words of a former Obama 
administration offi cial, “These people 
don’t need another damn commission. 
We know what we need to do. … It’s 
not rocket science.” He’s right, we’ve 
had data and recommendations from 
some of the smartest medical minds in 
the country for years now. Worse yet, 
the commission will be run by Chris 
Christie, of Bridgegate fame, a man 
who staunchly opposes one of the best 
solutions to the problem, marijuana.
Medica l mar ijuana has been a 
frequent topic of discussion in recent 
years, with 29 states having legalized 
it. In fact, an AP-NORC poll found 
that 61 percent of Americans support 
legalization in one form or another. 
And for good reason, recent studies 
have indicated that medical marijuana 
can help a plethora of conditions, 
ranging from epilepsy to glaucoma. 
Even more robust studies have found 
that medical marijuana can help 
patients deal with the nausea associated 
with chemotherapy and with chronic 
pain ailments.
Lessening chronic pain is the most 
promising applicat ion of medical 
marijuana, at least as far as the opioid 
crisis is concerned. The crisis has been 
driven by a massive increase in pain 
medication sales since the late 1990s, 
largely prescribed to help patients 
w it h pa in.  Dr ug manufac t u rers 
incent iv ized doctors to prescribe 
more pain medication, misled doctors 
on the potential for abuse of many 
of these medications and marketed 
opioids directly to consumers as a 
veritable cure-all for chronic pain. In 
the process, millions of Americans 
were given prescriptions to opioid 
pain relievers with high potential for 
abuse and little oversight. As a result, 
addiction and overdose deaths have 
spiked. Of particular concern is when 
patients gain tolerance to the opioids, 
when patients can no longer afford 
their prescriptions or when a patient’s 
prescript ion ends. In these cases, 
patients, still in pain or now addicted, 
will sometimes seek illegal sources for 
these pills, or even turn to heroin.
As far as chronic pain is concerned, 
medical marijuana has wide-reaching 
appl icat ions. One rev iew on the 
benefi ts of marijuana looked through 
10,000 studies done since 1999 and 
came to the conclusion that marijuana 
can, in fact, treat chronic pain. One 
study found that “states that had 
legalized medical marijuana prior 
to 2010 had a 25 percent lower rate 
of opioid mortality than those that 
didn’t.” Another study carried out by 
the University of Georgia found that, 
in states that have legalized medical 
marijuana, prescript ions for pain 
medication covered under Medicare 
Part D were 12 percent lower. If 
medical marijuana is, quite clearly, a 
valuable tool in the fight against the 
opioid crisis, why aren’t we using it 
more? The problem lies with draconian 
drug laws, scientifi c illiteracy, lobbying 
and ancient, out-of-touch politicians.
Two of the most infl uential players 
in the continued research on and 
expansion of medical marijuana are 
the attorney general and the secretary 
of  hea lt h  a nd  hu ma n ser v ice s . 
Unfortunately for anyone who cares 
about saving American lives, Trump 
appointed two staunchly anti-medical 
marijuana conservatives to this role, 
Jeff Sessions and Tom Price.
Jef ferson Beauregard Sessions 
is our current attorney general, and 
he’s hellbent on checking the growth 
of medical marijuana in the United 
States. Here are some choice quotes 
from Sessions: “Good people don’t 
smoke marijuana” and the KKK “were 
OK until I found out they smoked 
pot.” Given that, one can assume 
that Sessions isn’t a fan of medical 
marijuana in any form.
Unt i l  now,  med ica l  and lega l 
marijuana, in states that allow it, have 
been under little threat from the federal 
government. While the drug remained 
illegal at the federal level, the Obama 
administration refused to enforce this 
on states that passed laws allowing 
medical or legal marijuana. Sessions, 
on the other hand, has been hinting 
at a possible crackdown on marijuana 
by enforcing federal law on the states. 
This would kill an industry projected 
to grow larger than manufacturing, it 
would cut a large number of chronic 
pain patients off from their best chance 
at living pain and opioid-free lives 
and it would enrich Session’s private 
prison buddies. Private prisons, which 
rely on high numbers of prisoners to 
remain profitable, have a lot to gain 
from heavy-handed enforcement of 
federal marijuana laws. But Sessions 
and his zealously anti-drug beliefs are 
just one hurdle, the other comes from 
the secretary of health and human 
services.
Tom Price, former representative 
from Georgia, is the current secretary 
of health and human services after his 
appointment earlier this year. Price is 
very anti-marijuana, so much so that 
his voting record in Congress was rated 
a “D” by the National Organization for 
the Reform of Marijuana Laws. Now 
that he’s in charge of the Department 
of Health and Human Services, he 
and his backward views will be able 
to have a heavy inf luence over the 
various agencies overseen by HHS, 
primarily the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the National 
Institutes of Health and the Federal 
Drug Administration. His control 
could stifl e what little research is done 
into the effects of medical marijuana 
is done by the CDC and NIH and 
could kill what little hope there was 
that the FDA could pressure the Drug 
Enforcement Agency into rescheduling 
marijuana.
Sessions and Price both seem to 
believe that marijuana really is the 
“devil’s lettuce” and not a tool public 
health desperately needs to save 
American lives. Despite all of the 
studies and medical opinions they 
have access to that indicate that new 
solutions like marijuana could save 
thousands of American lives, these 
scientifi cally illiterate, moralist zealots 
cont inue to f ight an easy, cheap 
and profitable solution to America’s 
homegrown rot. The opioid crisis will 
not go away if we continue with our 
current course of action, that much is 
clear.
In the end, the failure to fully 
ut i l ize  mar ijuana for  it s  publ ic 
health benefits will fall on the man 
who nominated Sessions and Price. 
If Trump doesn’t formally shift the 
course of his underlings, then he will 
show his callous disregard for all of the 
anguished communities he promised to 
help during the election.
Millennials are a generation that 
fascinates the business community. 
Numerous art icles have been 
written about cord-cutting, ride-
sharing and the sharing culture in 
general that seems to be “so hip 
these days.” Some of these articles 
even offer explanations as to why 
we do such activities. The short 
answer is that we consume media in 
a different way. 
The longer answer is that many 
millennials simply could not afford 
the expense even if they wanted 
traditional cable packages. Student 
debt from tuition costs is high and 
will only get higher in the coming 
years. This reality, while causing 
shifts in behavior, is underestimated 
in its potential effects to the macro 
environment.
More people a re going to 
college now than a decade ago. 40 
percent of people aged 18-24 were 
attending college in 2014 and, of 
those students, the ones who will 
graduate will face nearly $21,000 of 
debt by age 25, on average. Average 
annual tuition fees are around 
$31,000 for a non-profit, private 
university, while public universities 
average at about $9,200 per year. 
This number is set to rise as well. 
Tuition rates have historically risen 
six percent above the inf lation 
rate which will drive these debt 
numbers for college students even 
higher.
The student debt bubble hangs 
over an entire generation. We 
acknowledge its existence, but 
we do not appreciate the danger 
that it represents. Higher tuition 
costs, followed by student loans, 
are causing a debt spiral that 
has an uncertain end. College 
graduates may face the possibility 
of default ing on their loans if 
they cannot repay them in time. 
If college rates continue to rise 
as they have, this may become 
a commonplace occurrence. A 
critical mass of defaulting student 
loans would trigger a recession and 
put a decade’s worth of people into 
crisis.
Millennials have become a case 
study in generational economics 
and social trends. They are a group 
that is a favorite topic for business 
and psychology classes al ike. 
Whether or not you agree with 
the stereotypes of each generation, 
ours has been one of the most 
studied in recent times. Let’s hope 
that we don’t get studied in future 
















“Th ese scientifi cally 
illiterate, moralist 
zealots continue 
to fi ght an easy, 
cheap and profi table 
solution to America’s 
homegrown rot.”
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A New Take on Class
You’ve never seen student housing with amenities like this.
School happens in the classroom. Life happens here. With over 16,000 square feet
of world-class amenities, from the Rooftop Pool to the rejuvenating Resident Spa,
Hub At Columbia takes student housing to a whole new level.




Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Phone: 803-369-8274
Fax: 888-748-0990
• Rooftop and Indoor Hot Tubs
• Outdoor Fire Pit
• Sand Volleyball Court
• Luxury Living Facilities
• Custom Made Furnishings
• Virtual Golf Simulation
• 2 Tanning Salons
• State-of-the-Art Fitness Center
• Indoor Arcade Area
• Columbia’s Only Rooftop Pool
• Sauna and Steam Room
• 20 Ft. Outdoor LED TV Screen
NOW LEASING
RESERVE YOUR NEW APARTMENT 
FOR 2017-2018 TODAY!
PHD • JORGE CHAMHOROSCOPES
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ACROSS




14 Nearly half of 
New England
15 In the fashion of









32 Island near Java
34 1945 conference 
city
35 Snitch
36 Leche, across 
the Pyrenees
37 “The Fall” 
novelist














52 Clothing dept. 
letters
55 Break down





62 Half a score
63 Ltr. holder
DOWN











9 Missouri State 
Fair city
10 2009 Verizon 
acquisition
11 Lyon gal pal
12 Company leader
13 Erstwhile flier
18 __-Free: contact 
lens solution 
brand
19 WWII torpedo 
launchers
23 Foul mood
25 Neglect to say
26 Tanzanian 
border lake
27 Irish statesman 
de Valera
28 Heaved
29 “Vega$” actor 
Robert
30 Rolex competitor
32 Lose a big lead in
37 Cold + Flu maker
38 Speech therapy 
subject




45 Got slick after 
sleet












56 Loser to Meade 
at Gettysburg


















(803)764-2575 • 2706 Devine Street
HOUSING
4BR, 2 BA house for rent
4BR, 2BA hse for rent.  
full kitchen, close to campus, 
private.  W/D.  sec. system 
and l/s included with rent.  
$1400.00.  
Call (803) 422-5704.
3 BR / 2 bath
House for rent available 
August 1. Three bedrooms, 
w bathrooms. Hardwoods 
floors throughout except 
bathrooms and kitchen which 
are tile. Washer and dryer 
connections, dishwasher. Near 
five points and the university. 
The rent is a 1,075 dollars 
Email hwl8890@gmail.com
EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! 
MAKE MONEY!
Top-rated sports camp needs 
fun loving counselors to teach 
all land, water & adventure 
sports. Great summer in 
Maine! Call (888) 844-8080; 
apply at www.campcedar.com
Seeking Experienced
Servers, Hosts & Cashiers 
for Local Hot Spot
Apply in person btwn 
4:30-6:30 daily. 




Seeking enthusiastic p/t 
employees to work with adults 
w/  disabilities in  therapeutic 
pool & weight rm. Lifeguard 
Certification needed but we 
can provide the training if you 
are not currently certified. 
GREAT PAY: $13.40 hr. Will 
work around your class 
schedule.  Call: 896-6054 EOE
Kennel Tech
Looking for hardworking 
dependable part time help. 
Must be able to work  some 
weekdays, weekends, and 
holidays. Apply in person with 
resume.
Dog Daze 1241 Veterans Road
695.0091
EMPLOYMENT
Looking to enhance your 
resume with professional 
work exp?  Summer work 
study jobs available at SC Voc 
Rehab! $9 hr for undergrad, 
$10 hr for grad students. 
Must have financial aid award.  
Duties: filing & organizing, 
data entry, reception, & 
operating various office 
equipment.   call Cathy Smith 
@ 896-6553 for interview. EOE
Aries
Creative ideas abound. 
You’re clever with words 
for several weeks, with 
Mercury in your sign. 
R e v i e w  l o n g - t e r m 
career goals, with Pluto 
retrograde. Articulate a 
satisfying future.
Taurus
Review the data and 
prepare reports. Enjoy 
scientific research and 
intellectual study over 
fi ve months, with Pluto 
retrograde. Finish up old 
business, with Mercury 
in Aries.
Gemini
Part icipate with an 
energet ic  team over 
t h r e e  w e e k s ,  w i t h 
M e r c u r y  i n  A r i e s . 
Revise shared finances 
for growth over the next 
fi ve months, with Pluto 
retrograde.
Cancer
P r o f e s s i o n a l 
opp or t u n it ie s  a r i s e 
in conversat ion, with 
M e r c u r y  i n  A r i e s . 
Share  nost a lg ia  a nd 
r e t r o s p e c t io n  w i t h 
your partner. Pluto’s 
re t rog r ade  i n sp i re s 
looking back. Reminisce 
with old photos.
Leo
Revise routines, with 
Pluto  ret rog rade ,  to 
s t r en g t he n  phy s ic a l 
health and vitality over 
f ive months. Explore 
and invest igate, w ith 
Mercury in Aries. Write 
your discoveries.
Virgo
R e f i n e  y o u r 
a r t i s t r y,  w it h  Pluto 
re t rog r ade .  P rep a re 
for a performance later 
i n  t he  yea r.  Ma nage 
shared f inances easier 
with Mercury in Aries. 
Strategize for perfection.
Libra
Plan a home renovation 
for later in the year, 
with Pluto retrograde. 
R e s e a r c h  id e a s  a n d 
prices. Communication 
especially fl ows between 
partners, with Mercury 
in Aires.
Scorpio
A  t r u s t e d  c o a c h 
c a n  i l lu m i nate  you r 
bl ind spots regarding 
h e a l t h  a n d  f i t n e s s , 
with Mercury in Aries. 
Manage archives, with 
P l u t o  r e t r o g r a d e . 
Organize communication 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d 
networks.
Sagittarius
Put your love into 
w o r d s .  R o m a n t i c 
communication flowers 
over  t he  nex t  t h ree 
weeks, with Mercury 
in A ries. With Pluto 
r e t r o g r a d e ,  r e v i e w 
fi nances. Conserve what 
you’re acquired.
Capricorn
R e v i e w  p e r s o n a l 
goals and desires over 
fi ve months, with Pluto 
r e t r o g r ad e  i n  y ou r 
sign. Release worn-out 
limitations. Family talks 
get product ive, w ith 
Mercury in Aries.
Aquarius
Lea r n vorac ious ly 
for three weeks, with 
Mercury in Aries. You’re 
especially creative with 
word s .  Ref i ne  you r 
pr ac t ice s  for  s t re s s 
reduc t ion  over  f i ve 
mont h s ,  w it h  Pluto 
retrograde.
Pisces
K eep  t he  c u r rent 
team roster, with Pluto 
ret rograde over f ive 
months. Do what worked 
before. Develop new 
income sources, with 
Mercury in Aries. Make 
profi table connections.
APP
for iPhone and Android
ou
r
14 Thursday, April 20, 2017
FREE MOVIES
every weekend presented by
movies will show at 6pm & 9pm, thursday through 
sunday unless otherwise noted on the calendar. 
check cp.sc.edu or our social media for updates to 
this schedule. movies subject to studio release 
dates. free popcorn & pepsi products provided on 
fridays in collaboration with carolina dining.
Carolina Productions














Cinco de Mayo Party w/ Villanova & Almost Kings
May 5
South Carolina’s staff enters the 
series with an ERA 3.14 while Florida 
comes in at 3.10. Thursday’s opener 
includes a showdown between two 
of the conference’s premiere power 
pitchers in Clarke Schmidt and Alex 
Faedo, who both rank in the top fi ve in 
the SEC in strikeouts this season.
The Gamecocks have fared better 
on the road this year than they have 
at Founders Park. They boast a .750 
winning percentage on the road 
compared to .654 mark at home. 
“I like the way we’ve played on the 
road,” Holbrook said. “I don’t know 
what it is, maybe our guys relax a little 
bit on the road and take a deep breath.”
First pitch is schedule for 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday night.
3. Sherrod Greene
Greene is  a player 
some f a n s  probably 
overlook considering 
he was a 3-star recruit, 
but he can come in and 
play as a true freshman. 
Outside of Skai Moore, 
t he posit ion is  a  bit 
of  an unk nown, and 
Greene should be able 
to take advantage of 
that. He had an offer 
from Alabama, which 
speaks volumes about 
his athletic ability. He 
cou ld  end up  be i ng 
South Carolina’s version 
of potential first-round 
pick Jarrad Davis. Davis 
was also a 3-star coming 
out of high school, but 
Muschamp has an elite 
eye for defensive talent 
and saw that he was 
good enough to play 
for Florida. Do not be 
shocked if Greene ends 
up following a similar 
path. 
4. Jamyest Williams
This is an easy one, but 
it cannot be overstated 
how important signing 
Wil l iams was. He is 
going to come in and 
h a v e  a n  i m me d i a t e 
impact on the South 
Carolina program. He 
could have gone to any 
program in the country, 
but his connection with 
Muschamp and the rest 
of the staff made him 
feel comfortable enough 
to be a Gamecock. At 
the very least, Williams 
will be an impact player 
on spec ia l  tea ms i n 
the return game, but I 
fully anticipate seeing 
h im s t a r t i ng i n  t he 
secondary at some point 
this season. Like Nixon, 
Williams’ athlet icism 
makes h im versat i le. 
He could play anywhere 
i n  t h e  s e c o n d a r y . 
Muschamp’s specialty is 
developing great players 
in the secondary such as 
Vernon Hargreaves III, 
Jalen Tabor and Keanu 
Neal. Williams is the 
next in that line.
t he ban was implemented.  The 
Gamecocks won their first NCAA 
Tournament game since 1973 by 
defeating Marquette on March 17. 
They knocked off No. 2 seed Duke 
on March 19 to help propel their Final 
Four run. 
“I think it’s worth noting that when 
those eight teams come in here to 
play, that they’ll be playing under 
two banners that say ‘Final Four,’ and 
they’ll be playing under one banner 
that says ‘National Champions,’” 
South Carolina Athletics Director Ray 
Tanner said. “We’re excited to be able 
to host this event.”
“The success of the men’s and 
women’s  basketba l l  teams on ly 
furthers the success and what we do 
in marketing in the Columbia region,” 
said Scott Powers, the execut ive 
director of Experience Columbia 
SC Sports. “People see us as that 
dest inat ion where champions are 
made.”
Columbia also stands to benefit 
from the economic boost presented by 
the opportunity to host tournament 
games. 
“We plugged in our numbers into 
our economic impact calculator and 
we’ve come up with about $10.5, $10.6 
million of overall economic impact,” 
Powers said. “You’re talk ing the 
possibility of over 10,000 hotel room 
nights being generated.”
Greenville’s hosting opportunity 
last month accounted for an estimated 
cash fl ow of $3.6 million into the city. 
Estimates suggest that 9,000 hotel 
rooms were booked as a direct result 
of the tournament. 
Powers said that Greenville’s overall 
revenue was likely hurt by having the 
Gamecocks’ fan base so close to the 
location site, consequently driving 
down the total number of visitors 
requiring hotel accommodations. 
In addition to Columbia’s approved 
bid, Greenville will host f irst and 
second round men’s tournament games 
in 2022 and a women’s basketball 
regional in 2020 at the Bon Secours 
Wellness Center. Myrtle Beach and 
Salem, South Carolina, will hold 
men’s golf regionals in 2019 and 2020, 
respectively. Winthrop and Rock Hill, 
South Carolina, will operate as a home 
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On paper, the SEC was supposed to 
be a top-heavy league. Through the 
midpoint in conference play, it hasn’t 
quite worked out that way.
Baseball America ranked four SEC 
teams in its preseason top 25 poll, a 
relatively low number by the league’s 
standards. A ll four ranked in the 
top 11 however, and three, Florida, 
South Carolina and Vanderbilt, were 
representatives of the SEC East.
Preseason No.  3  F lor ida and 
preseason No. 5 South Carolina trail 
Kentucky by two games and f ive 
teams are separated by three games. 
While the Gamecocks and Gators 
have struggled relative to their lofty 
expectations, the league as a whole is 
centered around the median.
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  t r a v e l s  t o 
Gainesville this weekend with the 
opportunity to gain some separation 
from the .500 mark. 
“You can have years l ike th is 
when everybody’s evenly matched,” 
Holbrook said. “A lot of people think 
the sky is falling around here and 
everybody’s in it. You get on a hot 
streak here and we could be at the 
top.” 
“We’ll have our work cut out for us 
with three of the best pitchers in the 
country, and our guys are pretty good 
too,” South Carolina head coach Chad 
Holbrook said. “It sets up to be a really 
big series for them and for us.”
Bobby Balboni
@ROB_BALBONI1
we have on the field. Just because 
right now we do have the best of 
both worlds, and at any other time 
this is an opportunity that most 
Minor League Baseball teams never 
get.”
The Fireflies’ Total Eclipse of the 
Park on Aug. 21 looks to capitalize 
on the excitement generated by 
anticipation for solar eclipse that 
will be visible from Columbia late 
this summer. In conjuncture with 
the city’s Total Eclipse Weekend, 
the Firef lies will create an entire 
weekend bu i lt  a rou nd re lated 
programs including a NASA Night 
and educational booth for the STEM 
Fest ival. The NASA promot ion 
corresponds with the birthday of 
Columbia-native Charles Bolden, 
the former head administrator at 
NASA. 
Columbia is the third-largest city 
where the eclipse can be viewed in 
its totality and the state of South 
Carolina’s population is expected to 
swell by one million people.
First pitch for Total Eclipse of 
the Park is set for 1:05 p.m. and the 
total eclipse itself is projected for 
2:41 p.m.
“People will be able to sit there 
and watch the partial eclipse happen 
and then at about 2:30 or so when it 
starts to get a little bit darker, we’re 
not gonna turn the lights on,” Nass 
said. “Once it gets to a point where, 
hey, you know, it’s dark enough that 
we can’t play without turning the 
lights on, we’re gonna pause the 
game. We’ll do probably a five- to 
10-minute delay when everyone can 
just sit back and experience what it’s 
like to have it go completely dark.”
“A lot of people also really like 
Wag-Along Wednesdays and you 
can bring your dog,” Nass said. “I 
know that’s a big thing here in the 
Columbia community – people love 
bringing their dogs everywhere.”
The Firef lies look to maximize 
their location in a college town by 
appealing to the interests and wallets 
of college students. The Firef lies 
host Thirsty Thursdays by offering 
half-priced draft beer.
“If a college student is 21 they’ll 
love  to  come out  for  T h i r s t y 
Thursdays,” Nass said. “It’s a $5 
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South Carolina’s Alex Destino, Jonah Bride and Jacob Olson will look to anchor the Gamecocks’ lineup in an upcoming series with Florida. 
Gamecocks seek separation vs. Florida
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Should South Carolina men’s basketball team 
reach the fi rst two rounds of the 2019 NCAA 
Tournament, it won’t be eligible to play at 
Colonial Life Arena. Still, those involved in the 
bid process believe both the men’s and women’s 
Final Four runs played a pivotal role in bringing 
the marquee event back to Columbia.
Columbia’s proposal was approved to host 
round-of-64 and round-of-32 games in 2019, 
marking the return of March Madness to city 
for the fi rst time since 1970. 
“To be supported by two fantastic men and 
women’s basketball teams that I believe help 
push this effort that we’ve all been working on 
for the last several years, they’ve given this city 
what we believe to be the credibility that we 
deserve,” Mayor Steve Benjamin said. 
South Carolina had previously been barred 
from hosting championship events following 
restrictions placed on the state back in 2002 
by the NCAA. It regained its eligibility after 
the removal of the Confederate flag from the 
Statehouse in 2015. 
“I want to thank South Carolina Government 
Ambassador Nikki Haley and the General 
A ssembly for work ing the way they d id 
to take the Confederate f lag off the place of 
contemporary respect that it had on Statehouse 
grounds,” Universit y of South Carol ina 
President Harris Pastides said. “We would not 
be here but for that.”
“We have aspired for several years to be the 
most talented, educated, and entrepreneurial city 
in America,” Benjamin said. “In order to be that 
you have to create an environment where people 
love visiting you — where people want to live, 
work, play and prosper – and collectively we’ve 
been able to make that happen.”
Greenville functioned as the host city for 
round-of-64 and round-of-32 games this past 
March, the fi rst time for South Carolina since 
Benefi ting from the crossover 
of  for mer  Heisma n Trophy 
winner Tim Tebow’s professional 
baseball debut, the Columbia 
Firefl ies have been squarely fi xed 
in the national spotlight over the 
last two weeks.
Na med t he  most  popu la r 
athlete in America as recently as 
2012, the phenomenon created by 
Tebow’s brand was difficult for 
the Firef lies to plan in advance 
for. They can’t even focus their 
market ing object ives around 
the presence of a local star like 
Gene Cone, who patrolled the 
Gamecocks’ outfield from 2014 
to 2016. Minor league teams are 
essentially at the mercy of their 
MLB af f i l iate when it comes 
to the players they get to build 
around, as the MLB clubs own 
player cont ract s and d ictate 
assignments. 
The Firef l ies do, however, 
have control over their various 
promotional events planned for 
the 2017 season. The organization 
looks to create a blend of proven 
traditional promotions popular 
with other MILB teams while 
also tailoring their strategy to 
fit the local culture and desires 
associated with its fan base.
“The Mets — or whoever your 
affi liate is, just kind of sends you 
the baseball players and so we 
have no idea who is going to be 
out on that fi eld,” Vice President 
o f  M a r k e t i n g  a n d  P u b l i c 
Relat ions Abby Nass. “That’s 
why we do all these silly, wacky, 
crazy things.”
“Really what we can control 
are the promotions that we do,” 
Nass said. “While we can, we’re 
defi nitely trying to get the word 
out about these great players that 
After the annual South Carolina Garnet 
& Black spring game, football coach Will 
Muschamp voiced some concerns about the 
defense. He admitted that there were a lot of 
unknowns. He also added the coaching staff 
is “going to be asking guys who aren’t going 
to be on our campus yet to contribute and you 
don’t know how that’s going to go.” 
These are four guys that I believe he is 
specifi cally referring to:
1. Keisean Nixon
Nixon was a highly sought after JUCO 
cornerback in the 2017 class. Programs like 
UCLA, Tennessee and Georgia all tried 
to get him, but ultimately, Muschamp got 
him to commit to the Gamecocks. This 
was a huge recruiting battle for the South 
Carolina staff. Nixon is not only talented, 
but is also versatile. He can play anywhere in 
the secondary, whether it be at cornerback, 
nickelback or safety, which is pivotal because 
the secondary needs a lot of help. 
2. Javon Kinlaw
Much like the secondary, South Carolina’s 
defensive line was ineffective in the spring 
game. It was unable to get any pressure in 
passing situations, and the offensive line 
dominated it when running the ball. While 
th is unit d id lose Darius Engl ish and 
Marquavius Lewis, it would have been ideal 
to see at least one or two guys fl ash potential 
in the spring. Kinlaw is someone Muschamp 
is going to need to step up this fall. He’s a 
massive individual, standing at 6-foot-6 and 
340 pounds, and can play inside or outside on 
the line. According to 247Sports, he was the 
seventh best JUCO player and had offers from 
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